RYBA, Newsletter of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Fishe

Page 1

-RYBA

Newsletter of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Fishes Society

Year 2007 No. 2
Summer Issue

INSIDE:

President's Message 1
Committee Reports 3
EXCOM Notes 5
TECH Committee’s 6
Legislative report 7
Upcoming Events 10
Contact Information----11

President’s Message
By Mike Duval, President

The Legislative session ended
on time, but what was
accomplished on behalf of
Minnesota's natural
resources? A large freshman
class took their seats early in
the session and successfully
passed legislation on
renewable energy standards
and natural resource funding
including continuation
funding for Clean Water
Legacy. Renewed funding

for CWL is good news and perhaps sets the stage for @ flotuy-term
commitment. But the legislature failed to conclude a deetichinding deal that would send a ballot
guestion to the electorate in 2008. Last minute successving a dedicated funding package to conference
committee was scuttled for lack of time in the firedsion finish. The Governor's veto of the tax bill
theoretically could open the door for a special sessldrat could create an opportunity to finish up

conference committee work and send a dedicated funding biletGovernor who has said previously that
he would sign it, but as of this writing the Governor doesnind inclined to call legislators back and
particularly uninclined to do so without a tightly structleggenda. Lacking opportunity to get this done this
year, the Chapter and other natural resource stakeholdergustsior early passage of this initiative at the

beginning of the 2009 Legislative Session. The compromise béhdy to go for a floor vote, so let's get

this done!

To make rules or not to make rules? That is the quarntimered from
the Legislature. The Legislature gave the DNR a milliofad®kplit
over the biennium to initiate statewide shoreland rule makfg.
reluctant DNR had been under pressure from the MinnesotarGent
Environmental Advocacy and from Minnesota Waters to immelgiat
begin rulemaking procedures to modernize the state's minimum
shoreland development standards. The Chapter passsuldion at the
annual meeting similarly urging DNR to immediately prateerule
making in the model of the broad stakeholder process usedNottte
Central Lakes area. Presumably in the coming monthsNifrell
announce plans on how it will proceed with rule making rtoav t
funding constraints are somewhat alleviated. The Chapliteseek an
active participant role in any advisory or stakeholder inpuotroittee
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that may evolve as we did on the North Central Lakésradtive Shoreland Standards advisory committee
back in 2005. In a strange twist on their passion to implekeshore protections, the Legislature included
a measure in the natural resources funding bill that r@laxgortion of the shoreland rules pertaining to
resorts. Resort interests masqueraded this corrpppedsion of the Alternative Shoreland Standards that

; relaxed rules for non-compliant structure replacement and
expansion but avoided incorporating the tandem performance
standards intended to increase shoreline vegetation baffdrs
reduce impervious surface coverage that were critical qoidym
details built into the Alt. Standards recommendations. |&\the
final conference committee bill restored the capabibitylécal
governments to impose such performance standards, thigwew |
preempts local ordinances that are inconsistentlfical
governments must allow replacement and expansion as allowed in
the statute) and is much less overt in linking continuatioasmort
non-conformities to lake protection measures.

In an odd contrast, a willing DNR has been attemptingdeenorward
with revised Aquatic Plant Management rules to strengilgeitic habitat protection and clarify treatment
rules for invasive species. The Chapter also passelatien encouraging the DNR to develop stricter
rules and developed a fact sheet for legislators. Buhiekers in this instance legislated instead to prevent
DNR from making rules before April 2008 and not without fregtorting to the Legislature. Minnesotans
for Healthy Lakes effectively lobbied legislators during &arly hours of the session and succeeded in
holding back rule making at least another year. The Chagteresd to reflect on this session and adapt
our communications and issue education for the 2008 sessioa wher
can expect APM rule making roadblocks to return.

The Legislature has requested a report from DNR by Jaofi@ext year
regarding policy recommendations for aquaculture. The DalRbeen
working with technical and stakeholder groups on a number of
aquaculture issues over the past few years. Chapter nembleding
Ira Adelman and Kyle Zimmer have provided their expertise in
developing a key technical paper on aquaculture use of wetlands
Information in that report as well as other sourcesnaildoubt feature
prominently in the January 2008 report.

So this freshman class has delivered a mixed bagoltse The Chapter has continued its financial
contributions to the Fish and Wildlife Legislative Alliamand the Minnesota Conservation Federation to
help us track and respond to legislative issues. Weasillye did last year, coordinate our priorities with
these groups and our sister professional societies thingdatl. And we will continue to promote the
Chapter’s web forum as a medium for gathering membership and discussing important policy and
budget issues. Thanks to all of you that contributed t@tehgosition papers, provided perspectives on
the web forum, helped identify important evolving isswes;ontacted your legislators on behalf of aquatic
resources and conservation in the state.
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Secretary/ Treasurer Report

Calub Shavlik

Not much has happen on the secretary side of the combileegkttept that the minutes from the annual
chapter business meeting and EXCOM meeting have beetodeohna Dustin for posting on the MN AFS
website (http:\\www.mnafs.org).

From the treasurer side, bills from the annual meeting drel otimbursement have been sent to the correct
people. Additionally, | filed the IRS Tax forms fdret 2006 fiscal year by the due date without the use of an
professional accountant.

T T * T * U T U ©v ©U©

Resol utions Conmttee

Jeff Weiss

The chapter finalized two resolutions that were presend the membership during the business meeting
session at the annual meeting in March. The first wgsal regardingaquatic plant managementwas
written by Ray Valley. The state legislature is reviewing MN rule 6820 duringcilmegent session. The
resolution calls for more conservative vegetation removactipsl to protect aquatic habitat along with
increasing protection of sensitive areas.

The second resolution is in regardoibhighway vehicle use on state lands'he chapter recommends that
off-highway vehicle use on state lands be restricted stgdated trails which are appropriately sited and
designed to minimize impacts. Funding for OHV enforcementildhioe increased and dedicated for this
purpose. OHYV trails that fall within the riparian zone stdg eliminated.

Both resolutions were approved by the membership at theahnmeeting and are available on the chapter
website.

Its never to early to start thinking about new resolutiond pasitions for the chapter to take on
environmental issues. Have an idea? Contact Jeff jeffeess@dnr.state.mn.us

Conti nui ng Education Comm ttee

Ray Valley, Edie Evarts, Phil Talmage

The Continuing Education Committee is hosting a 4-day wlaelr processes and shoreline restoration
workshop August 20—23rd, 2007 at Cabelas in Owatonna. This evilhé first of two workshops on this
topic. In 2007, the workshop will focus on watershed-reladgsdes in agricultural landscapes. In 2008, a
similar workshop will be geared towards forest and urbaddcapes. The workshops will be a mix of basic
instruction in basic hydrology, identifying priority areas protection or restoration, building partnerships,
touring restoration sites, and finally getting down ant/destoring a shorelin€®artial Enrollment is now
available! If you would like to attend either the watershed restorairoine lakeshore restoration alone, this
is now an option. Please refer the workshop flier onctispter website for more information or contact
either Phil or Ray.
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Website

Donna Dustin

In an effort to reduce SPAM and other annoyancesijogitgrpassword has been added to the web forum..
When registering you'll need to enter “walleye” in the \¢éétes section. If anyone is having trouble getting
started on thé&ngling for Issuesweb forum, we have added an instruction page to help you.

www.mnafs.org

I IR IR IR IR IR IR IR IR K

Newsl et t er

Since this is my first “go” at the Chapter newslety@y won’t see much new in this first issue (it's been fun
trying to reacquaint myself with Microsoft Publishet)ve got a few ideas for future editions and if there is
something you'd like to see (or see disappear) let me knows. isTan excellent format to get your ideas out
to the membership, so if you're so compelled, a gugsiral is always welcomed. See something AFS, the
Division, Chapter could do better? Let’s hear it!
Finally, a big “Thank You” to Donna Dustin for handing otlee newsletter in very seamless manner and for
the years of service she’s given the Chapter. Great JolaDonn

Jeff Reeed

St udent s

The Student Committee is going through exciting changes. Robdd has been appointed as the new
Student Committee Chair. Rob replaces Anne Cooper whovdsséanks for the excellent job she did
during her tenure. Rob is a graduate student in the Univefdilinnesota’s Conservation Biology Program.
He has chosen the Fisheries/Aquatic Biology Track, asd&an selected for the DNR Assisted Master’s
Option. This guarantees him a job as a Natural Res@peealist in the Fisheries Division of the MN DNR,
as long as he performs admirably during his extended sitigrn Robert is very grateful for this opportunity.

At the May 4' EXCOM meeting Rob presented a proposal designed to ircsaagent involvement in the
chapter and parent society. This proposal outlined atplareate Institution Representatives (I-Reps) that
will serve on the Student Committee. This plan’s primaal ¢ establishing one I-Rep at each college or
university in Minnesota that offers fisheries, or otheradig science, classes or curriculum. Undergrads
majoring in fisheries, or other aquatic science, vellgiven preference. Those taking related classes and
social science majors who have an interest in fisheniealso be considered. To identify candidates, facult
contacts at each institution will be established. Tpeskessors will announce the newly created positions
and interested students will be selected throughtableshed process.
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Once I-Reps are selected the SCC will update them regutamterning issues being addressed by the
MN

Chapter. I-Reps will then distribute that information tleep students at their respective institution. This
will spark more interest in fisheries related issalkacross Minnesota. Increasing student interest will
lead to more undergrad involvement. This will have numebeusfits. Increasing annual meeting
attendance and additional student presentations as vwektss will improve the quality of our annual
meeting. More chapter memberships plus increased agtivitye Student Committee will further
strengthen our chapter’'s competitiveness for Most Activeep@n Awards. Student scholarships and
travel awards will also become more competitive. Long tgoals of this proposal center around
recruiting promising undergrads into careers in fishemesother aquatic sciences.

The Student Subunit at the University of Minnesota hasnadste improvements. Under the guidance of
Luke Kusilek the Fisheries Wildlife and Conservation Biolodgytxhas created two new officer positions:
AFS President and TWS President. They will ensure igsleging to these fields are addressed.
Jonathan Hess, an undergrad majoring in Fisheries alotiféyihas been elected as the AFS President.
He will be responsible for updating the FWCB Club as tatvidsues the MN Chapter is working to
address.

EXCOM NOTES

From Steve Quinn

As a long-time member of the Conservation Committee dFst@America
Foundation (FAF), I've been truly gratified by its growtrer the last

decade. The FishAmerica Foundation is the conservation antmoviding
arm of the American Sportfishing Association (ASA), whias provided over
$7 million in funds to provide matching dollars to accomplistusiamds of
local agquatic conservation and restoration projects.

ASA member companies donate money, which is then opendot gr
applications from diverse groups including state and fedstadrly
management agencies, Trout Unlimited chapters, watecshetils, parks
associations, county commissions, and more. Sincet@epsinip with NOAA in
2002, FAF projects have included restoration of marine stesy and
removal of dams in estuaries, as well as in freshveystems.

For 2007, grants from FAF exceed $800,000. Major projects this ye
include $60,000 to eliminate a fish barrier in the Lake Supemtershed

in Wisconsin, $60,000 for removal of stream blockages innndssee creek,
and $55,250 for four Trout Unlimited projects to restoredtae riparian
buffers, stabilize stream banks, and exclude livestock alegj Virginia
streams. Over the years, these cooperative projects haveeidvobre than
60,000 volunteers who have gained an understanding of the workings o
aquatic systems through hands-on work under supervisionlofjsts and
habitat experts. Partnerships with tournament organizatitso have led
major donations for habitat projects and fish stocking.

The FAF also has a program to provide grants for sgttodical
education programs to incorporate fishing into their culuims. For more
on these programs, see www.fishamerica.org.
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NORTH CENTRAL DI VI SI ON TECHNI CAL COW TTEE NEWS

Centrarchid
From Cindy Tomcko

The Centrarchid Technical Committee summer meetingy24u25, 2007 at Wyalusing State Park,
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.

Esocid
From Rod Pierce

The summer meeting is scheduled for August 8-10 at thepKalogical Station, Woodruff, Wisconsin.
Wednesday evening is a cookout, with the meeting starting ddyiraorning and concluding mid-day on Friday.
Contact Rod Pierce (rod.pierce@dnr.state.mn.us) abeet amangements and meeting information.

Walleye

From Tom Heinrich

The Walleye Tech summer meeting will be held at thevéisity of Minnesota’s Cloquet Foresty Center. Dates
are July 24th to July 26th. Registration, including mealda@dging is $125. For more information contact Tom.
The Walleye Tech Committee is offering the following tiwdents:

Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference Student Travel Grant
Purpose: To financially assist a student conducting reseafcimterest to the Walleye Technical Committee
(WTC).

Description: A grant of $100 from the WTC of the North Central Divisafrihe American Fisheries Society.

Eligibility Criteria: The recipient of this award must be a student wharnsently enrolled in a college or uni-
versity for a degree program. Preference will be gtedhose involved in research of interest to the WTC.

Documentation required: An application letter from the student that includeasdsht’'s name, address, tele-
phone number, educational institution, department, degree Beatlort description of current research, reasons
for wishing to attend the meeting (paper or poster presamtgpertinent paper session, sub-unit business and/or
technical meetings), and reasons why financial assistameeded.

Selection Criteria: The Operations Subcommittee of the WTC will evaluate agpiscbased on the following
criteria:

a. AFS involvement (reasons for attending the meeting).
b. Relevance of research to the goals of the WTC.

Frequency of Award: The WTC will select one recipient each year.
Deadline: The deadline for receipt of completed applications by trer®f the WTC is August 31.

*The Chair of the WTC will request matching funds from stiedent’'s AFS Chapter, however there is no formal
arrangement that guarantees matching funds.
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS
Henry Van Offlen

A number of "Issues" remain on the Chapter's radar agsthanwatch,
prepare comments on, and/or engage members in acticse ¢heent issues
are listed below along with a some thoughts on thetustand future
actions.

Shoreland rules: The 2007 legislature directed DNR to commence a statewide
rulemaking for shorelands by January 15, 2008. Unfortunatel{end date"

was specified. MN AFS will tack the progress of the$eresf and should

engage in the rulemaking process as we did in the Nenkr& Lakes Pilot
Project. DNR was allocated $1 million for the process.

Aquatic plant management rules DNR is in the process of preparing a final
draft of propoed rules for APM. Efforts to remove DN#thority to make
rules were stopped during the 2007 session; however, thesniethis

topic by the legislature remains high. DNR is going to eoeva group of
interested parties to review the draft rules before #ineypublished. MN

AFS has requested to be involved in the review procesg t&ted.

Drainage work group: The drainage work group was formed last year to resolve
the ditch buffer issues. The Board of Water and SasblReces was

allocated some money in the legislative sessiom®gtoup to continue to

work on a variety of issues. These include the DNR'pgsed "con-con

land" rules and ditch abandonment procedure. MN AFS idirettly

represented on this group; however, Lance Ness and GarglBiobm FWLA and
MCF represent us as part of the group.

Shallow lakes and aquaculture The MN DNR issued a white paper on
aquaculture last fall. The legislature has been irtedlan the affects

of aquaculture on shallow lakes and wetlands for nuaseyears. At least
three bills were introduced this past session relateduacalture with
actions ranging from a moratoria on licenses, increfessj to requiring

all landowners to provide permission. It looks like tidy@utcome was a
direction to DNR in the omnibus bill (SF2096) that sayg JBnuary 15,
2008, the commissioner shall report to the senate ane ledus
representatives committees on natural resource paridyfinance on policy
recommendations regarding aquaculture.”. MNAFS shoulé theg issue and
be prepared to provide comments the next legislativeosedsle are also
going to coordinate with TWS on this issue.

Stocking: The EXCOM has discussed our stocking paper on sevarasion
the past year. There is an interest in revising and ujgdidis white
paperWe need a group of members to step forward to revesehiiie paper
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or we may consider working the paper into a class prajeahe of the
Universities or Colleges.

Woody debris and streamsBackground for a white paper on this subject were
prepared as a class project at the University of Miriae$datch for more
on this in the next RYBA.

Dedicated Funding The constitutional amendment made it through contse
but never received a final vote in the House or thatge here seems to

be plenty of blame to go around for this failure. Thedrattine seems to

be that this has made it all the way to the finisk ot did not cross.
Hopefully, next year it can take that one final steputdN for updates

here and in the FWLA/MCF updates.

OHV's and Aquatic Habitat: The legislature apparently muddied the issues
related to legal OHV trail. We have distributed our hetgon and will
track this issue and coordinate with TWS and SAF.

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS): The Chapter remains concerned about this
issue. A letter was sent to Representative Oberstécs tast winter.

No further action has been taken. The Izaak Waltoglueand MCEA have
engaged the MPCA, MNDNR, and the Attorney Generalgefh discussions to
pressure the state to take actions to regulate ballast thates dumped

into the St. Louis estuary. Stay tuned for more on this.

Statewide Conservation Planning

As many know, there are three major natural resouerenpig efforts
underway in Minnesota (see information at www.campaigpofservation.org;
LCCMR Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan:
http://wrc.umn.edu/scpp/; and a similar report at
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/reports/clc_repor).pdifnumber of
chapter members are involved and/or participating in tbfsds.

Although the apparent overlap and redundancy of these<ei$oa bit

troubling it does seem like this is a unique period of time &hamerous
groups are realizing that we need to have a statewidenJ®io

conservation for the next 50 years. These planning efidrés combined

with the possibility of dedicated funding could substdigtshape the

future of fish and wildlife conservation in MinnesotaeTBXCOM has begun
to discuss how the Chpater can engage in these eféysith individual
member's involvement. Members are encouraged to take atidlogse plans
and let EXCOM members know how you think the Chapter ldiaecome involved.
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University of Minnesota Students Research Position Papgifor MN Chapter on Importance of Wood in
Streams, ATV Impacts

The Minnesota Chapter of AFS has been fortunate to #mdidtelp of University of Minnesota students in
researching two topics for future position papers for Hapter. All students in the Natural Resources program
at the university are required to complete a senior capstase Part of that class is an in-depth reseanoér pa
on an assigned topic, which in the past had been simplgwritiysthe instructor. The current instructor
approached AFS as well as the MN Society for Consierv®iology chapter about research topics that might be
used by the societies in their advocacy for naturalress. The MN Chapter of AFS was able to have two
topics researched: the role of wood in streams, and {hecinof all terrain vehicles on aquatic systems.

Groups of students were assigned to 3 sub-parts of eachaongiperformed literature reviews as well as
interviews with professionals working in the topic ardéembers of the MN Chapter, including Dean Paron,
Eric Merten, Tim Brastrup, Bruce Vondracek, and Karll&pladvised the students. Don Pereira was also able
to arrange for Dr. Tom Waters to provide his perspecivATV issues to the students.

Each group presented the findings of their work to the elasgell as AFS representatives prior to the end of the
semester in April. However, because each topic wadetivamong groups there was still a need to create a
unified paper for MN Chapter use. Two students, one fromm gagject who were interested in completing the
papers and identified as good candidates by the instrucdtiocyeate cohesive papers including annotated
bibliographies for AFS in exchange for a small stipend.

The papers are due to be completed some time in theenotl@lugust, incorporating feedback from Eric
Merten (wood in streams) and Dean Paron (ATV impad@s)ce completed, the chapter will need to decide
how to turn the research into position papers represetignchiapter.

The experience thus far has been a positive one. Theeclhagtnot often done position papers because few
members are able to devote the amount of time necesBheystudent’s research will hopefully dramatically
reduce the amount of time needed for chapter membeeg tiha papers through to completion. Additionally,
working with students has raised the profile of the chagrtdrmay lead to future participation as they continue
in their careers.

DNR FISHING ROUNDTABLE
Mark Hove

Editor’'s note: Mark took extensive notes during the 2007 FidRmgnhdtable. His notes, and an excellent
summary of the event can be found on the Chapter welvsiter. mnafs.org/roundtable.pdf

Topics covered at the 2007 Roundtable included managing esb@dds, largemouth bass seasons, im-
plications of the new Farm Bill, climate change, decliningigipation in outdoor activities, and long-term
conservation funding.
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Upcom ng Events

2007

American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists Annual @1ference
Jul 11-16, 2007 --- St. Louis, Missouri
www.dce.ksu.edu/jointmeeting/

American Fisheries Society 137th Annual Meeting
Sep 2-6, 2007—San Francisco, CA
www.fisheries.org/sf

International Symposium: WILD TROUT IX
Oct 9-12, 2007 --- West Yellowstone, MT
www.wildtroutsymposium.com/

68th Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference

Dec 9-12, 2007 --- Madison, WI
midwest.ncd-afs.org/conference_info.asp

2oos

American Fisheries Society 138th Annual Meeting
August 17-21, 2008 —Ottawa, ON
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